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(C)  On  December  5 Pol/Econ  Chief  delivered  ref tel  demarches 
on  Iran's  nuclear  program  and  Anti-Israel  UN  resolutions  to 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  Americas  and  UN  Director  Augustin 
Rutikara.  Rutikara  welcomed  both  demarches,  and  reviewed 
talking  points  and  background  papers  with  close  attention. 

On  Iran,  he  said  that,  notwithstanding  the  altered  American 
intelligence  community  assessment  of  Iran's  nuclear  program, 
"concern  still  remains"  on  the  exact  nature  of  Iran's  nuclear 
plans  and  capabilities.  The  international  community  needed 
to  "maintain  its  concern"  in  continuing  assessments  of  Iran's 
intentions,  he  said.  On  anti-Israel  resolutions  tabled  at 
the  UN,  Rutikara  agreed  that  when  such  resolutions  had  come 
to  the  floor  for  a vote,  Rwanda  had  in  the  past  either 
abstained  or  been  absent.  As  he  and  other  Foreign  Ministry 
officials  have  told  the  Embassy  in  the  past,  he  commented 
that  "we  have  only  three  people  at  our  Mission  in  New  York, " 
and  "they  cannot  make  every  vote."  The  Ministry  would 
consider  "no"  votes  on  the  resolutions,  he  said,  but  previous 
voting  patterns,  including  non-appearances  due  to  limited 
staff,  would  likely  continue. 
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